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10) Brethren ond Friends, 4 


HE Relation 1 ſtand i in to you, is 
a daily Call upon me to conſider 
- = the ſpiritual State of theſe great 
Cities; and tho' I doubt not but Gop has 
many faithful and choſen Servants among 
you, yet the general View of the Wicked- 
neſs and Corruption that abound, and are 
ſpreading far and wide, gives me, and muſt 
give to every ſerious Chriſtian very pain» 
ful Reflexions ::It is hardly poſſible to think 
of the Hiſtory of — recorded in 
be r and the many Examples of 
A 2 Divine 


1 
4 The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter, 
Divine Juſtice exerciſed, , ſometimes in pu- 
niſning, ſometimes in utterly deſtroying 
wicked Nations or Cities, without being 
ſenſibly affected with Apprehenſions for 
ourſelves: But more eſpecially have we 
aſon to fear; when we fee the 
oy Venen AT the Dip .de 155 
Almighty manifeſted in Pt Calamities we 
ſuffer under, and in the Signs and Tokens 
giver us to expect a far more dreadful 
Judgment. 


It is every Man's Duty, and it is mine to 
call upon you, to give Attention to all the 
Wathings which' God in his Mercy affords 
to a finful People: Such Warning we have 
had, by two great Shocks of an Eafth- 
quake; a Warning, which ſeems to have 
been immediately and eſpecially directed to 
thele great Cities, and the Neighbourhood 
Pha where the Violence of the Earth- 
quake was ſo ſenſible, though in diſtant 
Parts hardly felt, that it will be Blindneſs 
wilful and inexcuſable not to apply to our- 
#lves this ſtrong mm from Go, to 
Repentance. NAA, ; vict 
RANG 25 | Thoughtleſs 
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. Thoughtlels of bertel Stuber re 
be deaf to theſe Calls; and little Philoſo- 
phers, who ſee a little, and but very little, 
into natural Cauſes, may think they ſee 
enough to account for what happens, with- 
out calling in, the Aid and Affiſtance of '# 
ſpecial Proyidence ; not confideriny g. that 
Gop who made all Things, never put an 
Thing out of. his own Power, but has 
Nature under Command to ſerve his Purz 
25 in the Government of the World. 
be their Imaginations to themſelves, 
the Subject is too ſerious for trifling; and 
calls us off to other Views. W 


lt we confide the general REDD] 
of the World. by Goo, and upon what 
Ne and Motives he acts, e ne 
J Calamities and Plagues upon any 
155 ople : Or if we recolle& from Hiftory, 
facred and profane, what State and Con- 
dition with reſpect to Religion and Mora- 
lity the People were in, who have been Ex- 
——_ of Juſtice: And then compare our 
own Caſe with the general Reaſon by which 


Proyidence acts, 2 with the 
5 ſtances 
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6. The Lord Biber of London's Letter. 
ſtances of thoſe. by whoſe Example we 
ought to take Warning, we ſhall ſoon | 
dove whether there be juſt Reaſon for 
ur Apprehenſions. If thoſe who have 
— deſtroyed by Fire from Heaven, or 


ſwallowed up by the Earth, were Sinners, 
and we are righteous, let us fear nothing, 


ſt nor. be diſmayed, though the Foundations 
t of the Earth be removed: But if our 
| Conſciences tell us, that we have ſinned 
1 after their Example, what Conſolation is 
if there. to be had againſt the juſt Expec- 
0 tation of. i after their e 
1 al? .._--. 

| The * Concluſion will ariſe from a 
+0 Contemplation of Go D's general Provi- 
ih dence ;. which, tho' it is not daily exerted 
ſ 5 puniſhing all Men, or all Vices that de- 
1 ſerve it; yet is always armed with Power 
4 to ſtop outrageous Wickedneſs ; and he has 
| told us in his holy Word, what we may 


| j expect from his Juſtice, when we are grown 
l | 47 and obdurate againſt his Mercy, 


1 Upon theſe Principles let your own Caſe 
4 be examined ; But who ofa be your Ac- 
__ euſer? 


The Lord Biſhop of Lende Letteri , 


uſer? Shall I?, Go⁰ forbid: "My Heart's 


come. 


* » . * 
* 4 * 
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Had this Part of the World had oy 
Knowledge and leſs Light, they might have 
ſame Excuſe, and ſome Hope that Go» 
would wink at the Times of their Igno- 
rance: - But they have had the Light, and 
have loved Darkneſs: The Goſpel of Chrift, 


in which all the' Goodneſs and Mercy 'of 


Go are diſplayed through the Redemption 
purchaſed by the Blood of Chriſt; inwhich 
the Aid and Comfort of the Holy Spirit of 
Gop is offered to all who diligently ſeek it; 
in which the Hopes and Fears of Eternity 
are diſplayed to guard us againſt the Temp- 
tations of Sin; has been not only rejected, 
but treated with a malicious Scorn; and all 
our Hopes in Chriſt repreſented as Deluſi- 
ons and Impoſitions upon the Weakneſs of 
Men. How has the Preſs for many Years 
paſt ſwarm'd with Books, ſome to wy 
OMe 


8 The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter, 
ſome to ridicule the great. Truths of Reli- 
gian, both natural and revealed, I tha 
mention no particular Caſs, there is no- 
Need for 13. the Thing is notorious. T 
wiſh the Guilt in this inflanh was confin- 
ed to the Authors only, and that no body 
elſe was anſwerable for it: But the Farneſt- 
neſs wit} which theſe Books were ſought 
after, the Pleaſure, and Approbation v with 
which they were received, are too ſtron g 
Indications of the general Taſte to be dif- 
ſembled; and the Induſtry ufed to diſperſe 
theſe Books at home and abroad, and he: 
cially to our Plantations in 4merico; to 
which great Numbers, and at a great Ex- 
pence, have been convey'd; are Proofs of 
fuch Malice againſt the. Goſpel, and the 
Holy Author 0 it, as would not be borne 
eren in a Mabometan Country. In this 
Branch of Trade, this great City beats all 
the World; it is become even the M art for 


Afar 


It acquired RO great 8a agacity to foreſts 
-what.the Conſequence would be of che Pins 
taken to unſettle all Principles of Religion. 


| ee and Immorality are too near 5 
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The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter. 9 
hed to be long ſeparated ; and tho ſome. 
have pretended to preſerve a Senſe of Vir- 
tue without the Aid of Religion, yet Ex- 
perience has ſhewed that People who have 
neither Hopes nor Fears with reſpect to an- 
other World, will ſoon abuſe this by in- 
dulging the worlſt of their Paſſions, and will 
not regard Man, whet.-once ay have 
learned to diſregard Gov. 


Whether this be our Caſe, let every Man 
judge by what he hears and ſees; by what, 
indeed, he muſt hear and ſee, if he lives 
amongſt us. Blaſphemy and horrid Im- 
precations domineer in our Streets, and 
poor Wretches are every Hour wantonly 
and wickedly calling for Damnation on 
themſelves and others, which may be ('tis 
much to be feared) too near them already. 
Add to this the Lewdneſs and Debauchery 
that prevail amongſt the loweſt People, 
which keeps them idle, poor and miſerable, 
and renders them incapable of getting an 
honeſt Livelihood for themſelves and Fa- 
milies; the Number of lewd Houſes, which 
trade in their Vices, and which muſt at any 
Rate be paid for making Sin convenient to 

B them, 


5 
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10 The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter, 
them; and it will account for Villanies of 
another Kind, which are growing ſo faſt as 
to be inſupportable, and almoſt incurable: 
For, where is the Wonder that Perſons ſo 
abandoned ſhould be ready to commut all 
Sorts of Outrage and Violence? — A City 
without Religion can never be a ſafe Place 
to dwell 1n. | 


The unnatural Lewdneſs, of which we 
have heard ſo much of late, is ſomething 
more than brutiſh, and can hardly be men- 
tioned without offending chaſte Ears, and 
yet cannot be paſſed over entirely in Si- 
lence, becauſe of the particular Mark of 
Divine Vengeance ſet upon it in the De- 
ſtruction of Sodom by Fire from Heaven. 
Dreadful Example 


But theſe Vices are ſo enormous, that 
'tis to be hoped the Generality of our People 
are not guilty; I hope in Gop they are 
not, I truſt they are not. But how un- 
happy is it for this Country, that there 
ſhould be any Ground even for Suſpicion, 
that theſe Vices are growing to be com- 
mon! 


But 


The Lord Biſhop of London's Litter. IT 
But to go one Step further — | 


When Men, not content with indulging 
their own brutiſh Paſſions, take Pains to 
corrupt others, they act with ſuch cool and 
diabolical Malice, as outdoes former Ex- 
amples, and ſeems to be a Challenge to the 
Power and Juſtice of God—Have not all 
the Abominations of the Public Stews been 
opened to View by lewd Pictures expoſed 
to Sale at Noon-day ? Have not Hiſtories 
or Romances of the vileſt Proftitutes been 
publiſhed, intended merely to diſplay the 
moſt execrable Scenes of Lewdneſs; Lewd- 
neſs repreſented without Diſguiſe, and no- 
thing omitted that might inflame the cor- 
rupt Paſſions of the Youth of the Nation 
What was the Encouragement for Men to 
dare giving ſuch an Affront not only to the 
common Senſe, but to the common Law 
of the Country? Was it not the quick Sale 
theſe Pictures and theſe Books had? And 
is not this a deplorable Circumſtance, and 
ſad Inſtance of the corrupt Diſpoſition of 
many among us? 
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12 The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter. 

Is it to be wondered at, after ſo much 
Pains taken to corrupt the Religion and 
Morals of the People, that they ſhould be 
indiſpoſed to attend to any thing ſerious, or 
that they grow ſick of Religion, which has 
no Comforts for them; that they fly from 
the Church and Crowd to the Playhouſe : 
That they are tired of themſelves, and their 
own Thoughts, and want to loſe themſelves 
in Company from Morning to Night? It is 
this unhappy, unſettled State of Mind that 
has introduced a Kind of general Idleneſs 
among the People, and given Rifle to al- 
moſt infinite Places of Diverſion in and a- 
bout this Town; it were well if they were 
Places of Diverſion only; but they are 


often Places for carrying on worſe Buſineſs, 


and give Opportunities to the Profligate to 
ſeduce the Innocent, who often meet their 
Ruin, where they only came for Pleaſure - 


While I was writing this I caſt my Eye 
upon a News-Paper of the Day, and count- 


ed no leſs than fifteen Advertiſements for 
Plays, Operas, Muſick and Dancimg, for 
Meetings at Gardens, for Cock-fighting, Prize- 
fiebting, &c. Should this Paper, (as many 
of our News-Papers do) go abroad, what 


all 


The Lord Bijbep of London's Letter. 13 
an Idea muſt it give to all the Churches a- 
broad, of the Manner in which Leut is 


kept in this Proteſtant Country? What our 


Saviour ſaid to the Jus upon another Oc- 
caſion, You have turned the Hruſe of Prayer 
into a Den of Thieves, may, with a little Va- 
riation, be applied to ourſelves; We have 


turned this Seaſon, appointed for ſerious 


Reflexions, and Humiliation of Body and 
Spirit, into a Time of Mirth and Jollity, 
of Muſick, Dancing, and riotous Living. 


How far this Spirit of Indolence and 


Idleneſs has gone, and to what Exceſs, may 
be ſeen in all Orders among us; friendly 
Viſits for Converſation are become infipid 
Things, and are degenerated into Meetings 


for Gaming, where People hardly known 


to each other, are invited by one Tye only, 
the Love of Play: Which ſeems now to be 


not an Amuſement or Diverſion, but a ſe- 


rious Buſineſs of Life, and one would think 
a neceſſary one, by ſeeing how ſome Chil- 


dren are train'd up to it, 


There is a great and a grievous Evil a- 
mong us, which naturally ſprings from the 
| Dis- 
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14 The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter, _ 
Diſorders beforementioned : 1 mean the 
great Increaſe of Popery in this Kingdom. 
When Men have loſt all Principles of Re- 
ligion, and are loſt to all Senſe of Morali- 
ty, they are prepared to receive any Super- 
ſtition, whenever the Decay of Health, or 
the croſs Accidents of Life revive the Fears 
of Futurity ; which may be ſtifled, but can- 
not be extinguiſhed; ſuch Perſons, not 
able to digeſt the wholeſome Food of Re- 
pentance, by which their ſpiritual Condi 
tion might be gradually mended, greedily 
ſwallow the high Cordial of Abſolution, 
which, like other Cordials, give ſome pre- 
ſent Eaſe, but works no Cure. And with 
reſpect to People of a ſerious and religious 
Turn of Mind, the manifeſt and almoſt ge- 
neral Contempt, or at leaſt Neglect, of the 
Duties of Religion, gives a great Advantage 
to the Emiſſaries of Rome to impoſe on their 
Weakneſs, and to perſuade them that they 
can have no Hopes in the Religion of a 


Church, where Religion itſelf is mn to 
be found. 


Lay theſe Things together; and what 
more your own Obſervation and Reflexion 
may 
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The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter, 15 
may furniſh, and more they may furniſh; 
and then aſł your Heart, whether you have 


not Reaſon to-fear, that God will viſit for - 


theſe Things. If your Heart miſgives you, 
and forebodes the Time of taking Venge- 
ance for theſe Iniquities to be drawing 

near, conſider further, how graciouſly you 
have been dealt with, by having had Warn- 
ing of your Danger; and — that 
the long Sufferance of God is a Coll to Re- 


pentance. 


It is purely for the Sake of this Reflexion, 
that I now addreſs myſelf to you: I have 
no Pleaſure in laying open the Shame of 
my Country, or expoſing its Nakedneſs ei- 
ther to Friends or to Foes; and when I 
conſider my own Situation, tis a Proſpe&t 
void of all Comfort to me, to ſee the Con- 
dition of the People over whom I have a 
Charge; and, God knows my Heart, theſe 
Conſiderations are a Pain and Grief to my 
Mind. 


But, let us not deſpair ; there is ſtill one 
Remedy left, and whatever Reaſon we have 
to condemn ourſelves, yet of this we may be 

ſure 


16 The Lord Biſbop of London's Letter: 


ſure, that God has not forgotten to be gracious.” 
To him then let us turn, with hearty Re- 


pentance for our Sins; and with a Reſolu- 


tion to do, each of us in his proper Station, 


what lies in our Power to ſtem the Torrent 
of Iniquity which threatens our Ruin, 


As to You, my Brethren' of the Clergy, 


who ſhare with me the Care of the Souls 


m theſe populous Cities, let me exhort 
You, (though I truſt you want not to be 
exhorted) to awaken the People, to call 


them from the Lethargy in which they 
have too long lived, and make them ſee 


their own Danger. Speak to them, per- 
fuade them as knowing the Terrors of the 
Lord. — Speak to their Hearts and Con- 
ſciences with ſach Plainneſs as becomes 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel ; tell them in 


Seaſon and out of Seaſon, that unleſs they re- 
pent they muſt periſh. If the Warnings we 


have-had are a Call on the People to Re- 
pentance, remember they are ſtill ſtronger: 


Calls on us to preach Repentance, and to 


diſcharge the Duty we owe to God and 


his Church, and to the Flock of Chriſt 


Over 


* 
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The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter. 17 
over whom we are placed. May this Work 
of God proſper in our Hands 


I ſhould be wanting to the Duty I owe 
to the higheft as well as the loweſt, ſhould 
I omit on this Occaſion to remind thoſe 
who are entruſted by their Country, with 
the Government of theſe populous Cities 
how much the Welfare of the People de- 
pends upon the faithful Execution of the 
Law. I pretend not to accuſe them par- 
ticularly of Neglect, a general Neglect of 
this Kind 1s one of the worſt Symptoms 
of the Time; every Man is left to do 
what is right in his own Eyes; one would 
think there was no King in Iael. Could 
the vile-abominable Pictures of Lewdneſs 
have been offered to Sale in the moſt fre- 
quented Parts of the City; could Books 
for the Inſtruction of the Unexperienced 
in all the Myſteries of Iniquity have bzen 
publickly cried in our Streets; had not the 
Laws, and the Guardians of the Laws, 
been afleep ?—But ſurely it is high Time 
to awake; and to let People once more 
know, (what ſeems to be almoſt forgotten) 
ene C that 
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18 . The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter. 
that Laws are made for the Puniſhment of 
Wickedneſs and Vice, and for the Maintenance 
of true Religion, | 


Government is a 3 Truſt, and the 
Powers of it are not intended merely to do 
Honour to thoſe who have them, but 
muſt be uſed for the Good of the Com- 


munity. This is a Truth ſufficiently 
known, it has been ſounded in the Ears 
of the Nation, without Ceaſing; but the 


Misfortune is, that this Doctrine has been 


applied ſo conſtantly to the Supreme Magi- 


ſtrate only, that thoſe who have ſabordi- 
nate Powers derived from his Authority, 
forget, or are not accuſtomed, to make 
the Application to themſelves. And yet 


_ ſurely, there is not a Conſtable but has, 


in proportion to the Power the Law gives 
him, a Truſt repoſed in him in Behalf of 


his King and his Country: Thoſe who are 


in higher Offices, have ſtill greater Reaſon, 
as more depends upon the due Exerciſe of 
their Authority; to be watchful for the 
Community.. The Good of Society muſt 
be influenced , by our Conduct and Ex- 


| ample, 
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The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter. 19 
ample, one Way or other. Great Officers 
of Juſtice cannot 555 uſeleſs, withoue bein Ng 


peraicious. 


If a Regard for the Publick is not a 
Motive ſtrong enough in this Caſe, let 
every Magiſtrate conſider that there is 
another of infinite Importance to him- 
ſelf; for if all Power be the Ordinance 
of Gop, He will undoubtedly demand an 
Account of the Exerciſe of it: And who 
is he, that has ſo little to anſwer for on 
his own Account, as willingly to ſubject 
himſelf to be anſwerable for the Sins of 


others, which either by his Encourage- 


ment, or his Connivance he makes his 
own ? Pardon the Freedom of this Ad- 
dreſs ;-I honour and reverence your Office, 
and I hope 1 give Jen no Dekane to de- 
ſpiſe mine. 


Next to thols in publick Offices of. 
Power and Truſt,” the Happineſs of the 
Publick depends upon thoſe who have the 
Government in private Families. Here it 


is that the Youth of the Nation muſt be 
CTY: formed, 


they come into the World, there is little 


Even our Unbelievers have ſeen how far 


20 The Lord Biſtop of London's Larter. 
formed, and if they are ſuffered to be cor- 
rupted in their Religion or Morals before 


Hope that the World will reform them. 


All wiſe Men, Legiſlators, / and Princes, 


have acknowledged, not only the Uſe, but 
the Neceſſity of an early Education to 
form the Mind, whilſt tender, to the 
Principles of Honour and Virtue; and 
what is more, the wiſeſt of all, the Wri- 
ters inſpired by the Holy Spirit, have re- 
quired it as a Duty from Parents, and as 
Part of the Obedience they owe to: God: 


Religion depended on this Care; and un- 
der a Pretence of maintaining the Liber- 


ty. of the human Mind, and guerding » 


it againſt early Prejudices, they have en- 
deavoured to perſuade the World, that 
Children ſhould be taught nothing of Re- 
ligion, but be left to — Notions for 
themſelves: They have had but too great 


. and we begin to ſee the Fruits of 
The Children of this Age grow ſoon 
x, be Men and Women, and are admit- 
ted to be Partners and Witneſſes to the 
Follies 
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cation in all Orders among us, look into 
the many publick Aſſemblies; fometimes 


The Lird Biſhop of London's Liter, zr 
Follies and Viees of their Parents. Thus 
trained and oducated, when they come to 
be Maſters and Miſtreſſts of Families, 
they anſwer fully what was to be expect. 
ed from them; they are often a Torment 
to each other, and to themſelves, and have 
Reaſon to bemoan themſelves for the 
en thewn "NE! in their Fre 
D's Tin LLETSE: 


Would ws SETS or _— | 


you may ſee Old Age affecting the Follies 


of Youth; and counterfeiting the Ars of 


Gaiety; ſometimes Men lying in wait to 
ſeduce : Women, and Women to ſeduce 
Men; and even Children ferioufly em- 
ployed at the Gaming Fable, as if their 
Parents were concerned to form them 
early to the Taſte of the Age, and were 
afraid that they ſhould net. ſoon enough, 
of 1 find "the 1 to N 
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22 The Lord Biſhop of London Letter. 
Look near Home: See the Temptations- 
of this Sort which furround theſe Cities, 
and are indeed ſo many Snares to catch 
your Sons and Daughters and Apprentices. 
Can you look on, and be unconcerned ? 
For Gop's Sake, and for the Sake of your 
Children and your Country, take the 
Courage to act like Parents and Maſters 
of Families: Reformation muſt begin in 


private Families; the Law and the Ma- 
giſtrate can puniſh your Children when 


they become wicked; but it is you who muſt 
make them good, by proper Inſtruction 
and proper Government. If you ſuffer 
them to meet Temptation, where Temp- 
tation is ſure to meet them, never com- 
plain of him who corrupts your Child, 
you are the Corrupter yourſelf; to you he 
owes it, that he is undone. And perhaps 
there is not a more provoking Circum- 
ſtance, nor a greater Call for Divine Ven- 
geance on a wicked Nation, than this; 


that the Vouth are prepared and brought 


up to inherit all the Vices of their Fathers, 


which cuts off all Proſpect of a Reforma- 
tion; 


The Lord Biſhop of London's Letter. 23 
tion ; and ſtands as a Bar between us and 
Mercy. | 


On you therefore, Fathers and Mothers, 
your Country, and the Church of God 
call for Aſſiſtance ; your Endeavours may 
go a great Way towards faving us, and 


this wicked Generation may be ſpared, 


for the Hope of ſeeing the next better. 


In a Word, let every Man, whatever his 
Station 1s, do his Part towards averting 
the Judgments of Gop: Let every Man re- 
form himſelf, and others, as far as his In- 
fluence goes: This is our only proper Re- 
medy; for the diſſolute Wickedneſs of the 
Age is a more dreadful Sign. and Progno- 
ſtication of Divine Anger, than even the 
Trembling of the Earth under us. 


To our own Endeavours, let us add eon- 
tinual and fervent Supplications to the Al- 
mighty, that he would ſpare us, and not deal 
with us according to the Multitude of our Sins; 
that he would give us the Grace of Repen- 


tance, and open our Eyes to ſee, before it 
1s 
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May the Gop of all Mercy bear you itt 


[this Day of your Diſtreſs! To his Protec- 
tion; and the Grace of our Lord Nhat, 19 


_ earneſtly recommend you. Im 
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